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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of the pending claims is respectfully requested 
in view of the above amendments and following remarks made in light of 
newly identified documents referred to below. 

Claim 1 is amended to require that the inkjet recording medium 
consists essentially of a support and of one or more ink receiving layers and 
that the ink receiving layers comprise a porous foamed hydrophilic polymer. 

New claim 1 3 has been inserted which specifies that the ink 
receiving layers consist essentially of a porous foamed hydrophilic polymer, 
and optionally as surfactant. 

The amendments to the claim are supported by the specification 

including the Examples. 

Entry of the present amendments is respectfully requested, 
since they eliminate issues by clearly distinguishing from the cited references 
and place the application in condition for allowance. 

Rejection under 35 USC 102(b) and 103(a^ over DeBoer 

Claims 1-5, 7 and 9-1 1 were rejected as being anticipated by 
DeBoer et al (US 6,299,302) and Claims 1-7 and 9-12 were rejected as being 
unpatentable over DeBoer, for the reasons made of record by the Examiner. 

The Examiner's rejections are now moot in view of the 
amendments made to claim 1 of the present application. 

DeBoer is concerned with an ink jet receiver which provides 
variable dot sizes, comprising a substrate, an ink receiving layer disposed over 
the substrate and a removable ink delivery layer, which in response to a 
droplet of ink, absorbs a portion of the ink and delivers another portion of the 
ink to the ink receiving layer (see column 2, lines 1-8). The ink receiving 
layer is composed of a number of essential components, including clay, one or 
more water-soluble binders, one or more hardening agents and optionally 
colloidal silicas (see column 3, lines 21-23). According to Table 1 of DeBoer, 
the water soluble polymer component is preferably from 5-12% by weight. 
Amongst a list of additional materials that may be useful in the ink receiving 



layer is mentioned blowing agents, although no blowing agents are utilized in 

the specific embodiments. 

Claim 1, from which claims 2-5, 7 and 9-13 depend, is directed 
toward and inkjet recording medium comprising a support and one or more ink 
receiving layer(s), each of which one or more ink receiving layer(s) comprises 
a porous foamed hydrophilic polymer, wherein the one or more ink receiving 
layer(s) are essentially capable of absorbing dye from an applied ink within the 
polymer instead of being held in pores located between particles, thereby 

improving image stability. 

There is no disclosure in DeBoer of an ink recording medium 
consisting essentially of a support and an ink receiving layer comprising a 
porous foamed hydrophilic polymer. Furthermore, there is no reason form 
DeBoer that would lead the skilled person to try and improve the image 
stability in all the layers since the top layer of DeBoer' s ink recording element 
is designed to be removed and so is not required to be an environment in 
which image stability is important. It is submitted, therefore, that claim 1 is 
novel and inventive over DeBoer. Claims 2-7 and 9-13 are novel and 
inventive at least by their dependence on patentable claim I . 

Furthermore, the assertion made in the Official Action that the 
binder in the present application can, in theory, be less than 50% by weight, in 
fact relates to the proportion of binder that may be present in a coating 
solution. In particular the specification states that the proportion of blowing 
agent in the coating solution can be as much as 200% (although preferably 
significantly less). However, it should be remembered that in the inkjet 
recorder formed, after blowing, the proportion of hydrophilic polymer would 
be significantly higher (in contrast with the ink jet receiver of DeBoer, which 
is likely to be porous due to the presence of up to 80% by weight of clay - see 
Table 1 ). 

For at least the above reasons, reconsideration and withdrawal 

of the rejection are in order. 

EP-A-1, 060,901 and US 6,291,127, cited in the Supplemental 

IDS of January 27, 2005, mention foaming but do not anticipate or render 

obvious the amended claims for the following reasons. 



EP.A-I 060,901 (hereafter the '901 patent) is eoneemed with 
an ink )* ,mage reeordi„ S e.emen, comprising a supper,, an 
and a top ,a y er wh.ch is ink recepuve and comprises one or more 
po.ymers, ge,,in, a crossing agent for gelaun and a hutneeran, On pag 
'Tea 22 24 of EP-A-1 ,060,90, , it is stated rha, »a porous strueture may be 
educed into the base ,ayer by the additton of eeranrre or hard poiymene 
particuiates, by foaming or Mowing during eoating, or by induerng phase 
eparation in the .ayer through introduetion of non-so.venf. There ts no 

that the option of making the base iayer porous is there. .. ts noted .ha, the 
L iaye^s no, an « rece M n g ^ as r«,uired by me presen, e,a,ms, a, ce 
it is present primari.y as a sponge ,o absorb ink solvent (see page 4, h„e (2). 
;; rt Lore ,he ink )e, rece.ver of , he '90, pa,en, does no, consis, essenttally 
of a support substrate and one or more ink receiving .ayers, which mk 
re cc,ving .ayers each compnse a porous foamed trydrophi.ic po.yme, as 

4 Vw the nresen, invention. Given that the invention desenbed ,n the 

living ,ayer having a hydrophihe s P o, g e ,ayer beneath, with ,he purpose of 
pTvrding improved dry ,ime and gioss, .here is no ,„dica„on or suggeslton .» 
L -90, pa,en, ,ha, wou.d .ead ,he skilled person ,o u,i.ize a porous foamed 
hy d,ophi.ic po.ymer in each ink rece,v,„g .ayer in order ,o improve image 

stability whilst minimizing dry time. 

US 6 291 127 (the "127 patent) is primarily concerned w.th 

providing a support 'substrate for an imagmg medium, such - 
.ransfer med.a, e.ectropho.ographic med.a, photographic med.a and tnk je 
me d,a among others, which support substrate U resistant to H q ui = 
wh „s, ma,n,a,n,ng a favored fibrous fee.. At co.umn 13, hues .4-17 thereof, 
i, is mentioned .ha. a porous structure may be introduced in.o ink recetvmg 
iayers comprised of hydrophilic polymers by foaming or blowing dunng 
coating (among Cher methods,. Since the '127 paten, sta.es «ha„, - 
suff ,cie„, for me base ,ayer ,0 be hydrophihe, porous. ,« ol.ows h, 
,he ink je, receive, contemplated by the • . 27 paten, comprises of more man 
one layer, a, leas, one of which does no, comprise a porous foamed 
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hydrophilic polymer. Also, since the 427 patent is primarily concerned with 
providing a specific support substrate and the description regarding the coating 
as an ink receiver is incidental to the invention; it would appear that there is 
nothing in ' 1 27 that would lead the skilled person to prepare an ink jet receiver 
consisting essentially of a support and one or more ink receiving layers, each 
of which comprises a porous foamed hydrophilic polymer. 

In view of the foregoing remarks, reconsideration of the above 
identified patent application is respectfully requested. Prompts and favorable 
action by the Examiner is earnestly solicited. Should the Examiner require 
anything further, the Examiner is invited to contact Applicant's representative. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Chris P. Konkol. 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 30,721 
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